
Energy in Depth 

 

Sierra Club Once Again Denies Science on 

Fracking and Groundwater 

9:09am EDT June 5, 2017  

by Nicole Jacobs  
nicole@energyindepth.org , Hughesville, Pa.  

In a not-so-surprising move, Sierra Club issued a statement last week disregarding the findings 

of a recent United States Geological Survey (USGS) study that found fracking is NOT impacting 

groundwater in three major U.S. shale plays. 

And just what was Sierra Club’s issue with the report’s findings? Sierra Club claims USGS 

“failed to include in its analysis the Marcellus Shale, the country’s largest gas reserve.”  This 

particular study was purely focused on three shale plays located in the Gulf region of the U.S.; 

however, USGS has conducted several studies on Pennsylvania and the Marcellus since 2012 

and has a Marcellus-specific study planned for this year, as E&E News recently explained. 

Sierra Club also tried to pass blame off on President Trump’s administration, claiming the study, 

which was conducted from 2015 to 2016 under the Obama administration, “seems to be part of a 

troubling trend from this administration of attempting to erase science that is inconvenient for 

their friends in the fossil fuel industry.” 

What the Sierra Club does not dispute — that actual findings of the study — just so happens to 

be the only thing that really matters. 

This study echoes the topline conclusions of an already overwhelming list of peer-reviewed 

papers – seven from government agencies – concluding hydraulic fracturing is not a major threat 

to drinking water. 

That list of research includes last month’s Duke University (and Natural Resources Defense 

Council funded) study that found fracking “has not contaminated groundwater in northwestern 

West Virginia.” It is also in line with the conclusions of the recently finalized U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) five-year study, which found no evidence of 

widespread water contamination of drinking water from fracking. In addition to those two 

examples, the most notable examples of studies showing fracking is not a threat to groundwater 

are: 

http://content.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2017/06/flawed-and-incomplete-usgs-study-ignores-key-fracking-risks
https://energyindepth.org/national/usgs-study-adds-overwhelming-evidence-fracking-not-major-drinking-water-threat/
https://energyindepth.org/national/usgs-study-adds-overwhelming-evidence-fracking-not-major-drinking-water-threat/
https://www.usgs.gov/news/unconventional-oil-and-gas-production-not-currently-affecting-drinking-water-quality
https://water.usgs.gov/owq/topics/hydraulic-fracturing/pubs.html
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060055377
https://energyindepth.org/national/watch-the-science-is-settled-no-widespread-impacts-to-water-from-fracking/
http://www.texansfornaturalgas.com/no_fracking_water_contamination
http://dailycaller.com/2017/04/24/duke-study-finds-fracking-isnt-contaminating-groundwater/
https://energyindepth.org/national/nrdc-funded-study-no-indication-of-groundwater-contamination-from-fracking/
https://energyindepth.org/national/epa-finalized-groundwater-report-reinforces-no-widespread-systemic-impacts-from-fracking/


 Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality, 2016 (study link/EID blog). 

 Townsend et al., 2016 (study abstract link/EID blog). 

 Ladage et al., 2016 (study link/EID blog). 

 Bureau of Economic Geology, University of Texas at Austin, 2016 (study link/EID 

blog). 

 Siegel et al., 2016 (study link/EID blog) 

 Jackson et al., 2015 (study link/EID blog) 

 Drollette et al., 2015 (study link/EID blog) 

 Siegel et al., 2015 (study link/EID blog) 

 Birkholzer et al. 2015 (study link/EID blog) 

 Hammack et al., 2014 (study link/EID blog) 

 Kresse et al., 2013 (study link/EID blog) 

 Flewwelling et al., 2013 (study link/EID blog) 

 Molofsky et al., 2013 (study link/EID blog) 

 U.S. Government Accountability Office, 2012 (report link/EID blog) 

 Cardno Entrix, 2012 (study link) 

 Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Energy Initiative, 2010 (study link 

 

http://deq.wyoming.gov/media/attachments/Water%20Quality/Pavillion%20Investigation/Draft%20Report/01_Pavillion%20WY%20Area%20Domestic%20Water%20Wells%20Draft%20Final%20Report.pdf
https://energyindepth.org/mtn-states/new-research-shows-yet-again-that-fracking-did-not-contaminate-water-in-pavilion-wyoming/
http://carrollconcernedcitizens.org/uploads/Univ_Cinn_Groundwater_Methane_Study_-__Botner_2015.pdf
https://energyindepth.org/ohio/new-video-anti-fossil-fuel-funders-disappointed-with-groundbreaking-study-finding-no-water-contamination-from-fracking/
http://www.bgr.bund.de/DE/Themen/Energie/Downloads/Abschlussbericht_13MB_Schieferoelgaspotenzial_Deutschland_2016.html
https://energyindepth.org/national/new-german-study-finds-fracking-doesnt-contaminate-water/
http://www.rpsea.org/media/files/project/338e578b/11122-56-FR-Shale_Gas_Development_Texas_Analysis_Shallow_NORMs_Trace_Metals-11-11-15_P.pdf
https://energyindepth.org/texas/report-methane-in-texas-water-wells-likely-natural/
https://energyindepth.org/texas/report-methane-in-texas-water-wells-likely-natural/
http://archives.datapages.com/data/deg/2016/EG012016/eg15015/eg15015.html
https://www.energyindepth.org/ohio/new-syracuse-study-echoes-uc-results/
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/acs.est.5b01228?journalCode=esthag
https://energyindepth.org/california/new-stanford-study-confirms-no-contamination-from-fracking-shallow-or-not/
http://www.pnas.org/content/112/43/13184.abstract?tab=author-info
https://www.energyindepth.org/national/new-duke-study-finds-fracking-has-not-contaminated-drinking-water/
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/es505775c
https://www.energyindepth.org/marcellus/most-comprehensive-appalachian-region-study-finds-water-quality-issues-long-before-fracking-2/
https://ccst.us/publications/2015/2015SB4-v2ES.pdf
https://www.energyindepth.org/california/new-stanford-study-confirms-no-contamination-from-fracking-shallow-or-not/
http://www.netl.doe.gov/File%20Library/Research/onsite%20research/publications/NETL-TRS-3-2014_Greene-County-Site_20140915_1_1.pdf
https://energyindepth.org/national/doe-report-finds-no-evidence-of-hydraulic-fracturing-contaminating-water/
https://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2012/5273/sir2012-5273.pdf
https://www.energyindepth.org/national/usgs-study-again-confirms-safety-record-of-hydraulic-fracturing/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gwat.12095/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gwat.12095/full
https://www.energyindepth.org/national/studies-not-physically-plausible-for-hf-to-pollute-water/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gwat.12056/abstract
https://energyindepth.org/marcellus/study-naturally-occurring-methane-ubiquitous-in-ne-pa-groundwater/
http://www.gao.gov/assets/650/647791.pdf
https://energyindepth.org/national/gao-report-confims-facts-about-hf-groundwater/
http://www.eenews.net/assets/2012/10/11/document_ew_01.pdf
http://ceepr.mit.edu/

